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island.    The proclamation purports to be a declaration of cer-  AFPENDJ
tain propositions communicated to the French Government in ^_ ^'
the name of Tippoo Sooltan, by his ambassadors then upon the
spot.

It enumerates those propositions with a particularity of detail
which would not have been hazarded in the presence of the
ambassadors, had it not corresponded with the substance of the
communications made by them to the French Grovernment.

In addition to the arguments founded in the nature of the
proclamation, and in the facts of its publication under the eyes
of the ambassadors, I am in possession of evidence which leaves
no doubt upon my mind of the concurrence of the ambassadors
in every part of the proclamation, and I cannot suppose that
they would have ventured to exceed the limits of their instruc-
tions from Tippoo Sooltan in a matter of such serious im-
portance as the conclusion of offensive and defensive engagements
with the French Grovernment. Under this proclamation 150
officers and privates were actually raised in the Isle of France
for the service of Tippoo, and for the purposes avowed in the
proclamation, and that force has since been landed at Mangalore,
and received into Tippoo's army with peculiar marks of honour
and distinction*

This circumstance is sufficient to prove that the proceed-
ings of the ambassadors have obtained the sanction of their
sovereign, who has thus confirmed and avowed the propositions
made through them to the enemy by a solemn, public, and
personal act. Having thus entered into an offensive and defen-
sive alliance with the French Government; having collected, in
conjunction with that Government, a force openly destined to
act against the British possessions; having avowed, through his
public ambassador, that he has actually made preparations of
war for the express purpose of attempting the subversion of the
British power in India; and having declared that he only waits
the effectual assistance of France to prosecute his design, Tip-
poo Sooltan has violated the treaties of peace and friendship
subsisting between him and the allies, and has committed a*
direct act of hostility against the British Government in India.